
 
The Kane County 2040 Energy Plan (KC2040EP) includes analysis of countywide energy 
consumption and strategies for reducing consumption over the next thirty years. Information and 
key concepts assist readers in understanding the data and identifying appropriate strategies at the 
county, municipal, household and business level. The KC2040EP is an update and expansion of the 
2005 Kane County Energy Plan that focused primarily on electricity consumption. The full report 
can be found at http://www.countyofkane.org/Pages/kc2040ep.aspx.  
 

Why develop an Energy Plan? 
Kane County’s projected population growth and changing land use 
patterns present a variety of challenges. Historically, traditional 
planning issues have been addressed to meet these challenges.  
However, rising energy consumption and costs elicit additional 
economic and environmental concerns for municipalities, 
businesses, households and other consumers. In addition, electricity 
and natural gas consumption in buildings is the greatest contributor 
to greenhouse gas emissions in the nation. The KC2040EP 
addresses energy production and consumption as a growth 
management issue with the inclusion of strategies designed to reduce 
energy costs and consumption.     

 

What are the potential savings? 
The KC2040EP presents ten strategies for reducing 
energy consumption that involve existing, readily 
available technologies and simple changes in our 
everyday energy habits. Three scenarios illustrate the 
potential energy and cost savings for each strategy 
depending on the level of implementation.  The 
conservative, moderate, and aggressive scenarios could 
save the consumers of Kane County up to $3.4 billion 
between now and 2040, and reduce energy consumption 
by as much as 272 billion kBtu over the next thirty years.  
The image to the right illustrates the total potential cost 
savings relative to total energy savings.   
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